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Pastoral Thoughts

Within a single week, the Church celebrates two feasts that reveal one
mystery of salvation: the Nativity of the Most Holy Theotokos and the|
Universal Exaltation of the Precious and Life-Giving Cross. The first is
the dawn of salvation; the second reveals the victory toward which that|
dawn is leading. t
The birth of the Theotokos is more than a joyful event in the home of
the righteous Joachim and Anna. After years of prayer and patient faith,®
they receive Mary as a gift from God. From her, the eternal Son of God
will take our human nature and enter the world as a child. Her words at
the Annunciation, "Let it be to me according to your word" (Luke 1:38),
express the humble obedience that marks her whole life. In her,
humanity offers its willing "yes" to God.

Six days later, the Church lifts up the Cross. This movement from the
birth of the Theotokos to the Cross reminds us why the Son of God
became man. Christ came to unite humanity to Himself, to bear our sin
and death, and to destroy death by His own death. He was "obedient to
the point of death, even the death of the Cross" (Philippians 2:8). The
obedience seen in His Mother reaches its saving fulfillment in her Son. Pastoral Thoughts
Strength Revealed in Humility

Both feasts overturn the world's expectations. God begins His saving PAGE 01
work in the quiet home of an elderly couple. He chooses a young

maiden from Nazareth to become the Mother of God. He defeats death Parish News
through an instrument of shame. What appears weak becomes the

revelation of divine strength, and what appears to be an ending becomes PAGES 02
the beginning of eternal life.

The Cross is not a glorification of pain. Christians do not seek suffering
or call evil good. The Cross is life-giving because Christ enters
suffering freely, fills it with His self-emptying love, and leads us through
it to the Resurrection. We do not worship suffering; we worship the Li f Saint
crucified and risen Lord. Therefore, with Saint Paul, we say, "God forbid Ives o alnts
that [ should boast except in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ"

(Galatians 6:14). b : PAGES 03
Our crosses are often found in the ordinary responsibilities already
entrusted to us: patience in a difficult relationship, faithfulness during
illness, care for another person, repentance for a repeated sin, or
forgiveness when resentment seems easier. We bear these crosses not
through grim self-reliance but by asking Christ to carry them with us. September Church
The Theotokos teaches us to receive God's will with trust, even when we Calendars

do not yet understand it. The Cross teaches us what such trust may cost
and what grace can bring from it. In daily life, this means choosing PAGES 04
mercy over retaliation, confession over self-justification, generosity over
selfishness, and prayer over despair. It means making the sign of the
Cross attentively, as a confession that we belong to Christ.

May we learn from the humble trust of the Theotokos and the perfect
obedience of her Son. May we receive Christ into the hidden places of
our lives, carry our unavoidable crosses without resentment, and
remember that the Resurrection illumines every cross borne with Him.

O Lord Jesus Christ, through Your holy Incarnation and Your precious
and life-giving Cross, strengthen us in faith, teach us to love, and lead
us into the joy of Your Resurrection.

Paraklesis Names Form
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PARISH NEWS PROSPHORA MAKERS

Epistle Readers for September

Anyone wishing to become an Epistle Reader, Please Contact Father
Michael

Sunday, September 6, 2026:
14th Sunday of Matthew:
Aletheia Hadjis
Sunday, September 13, 2026:
Sunday before the Cross:
Mary Rankin
Sunday, September 20, 2026:
Sunday after the Cross:

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS

Scott Florence
Sunday, September 27, 2026:
Ist Sunday of Matthew:
Kim Eastland

Evening Meal Volunteers
September 23, 2026: Dena Manta / Alexa Florence
October 28, 2026: Randy and Chris Smith
(Thursday) November 19, 2026: Ted Pitsoulakis / Jimmy Pliakos COFFEE HOUR HOSTS

(Thursday) December 17, 2026: Deacon Paul / Deaconess Romilie

Anyone interested in taking part in this worthwhile ministry should
contact Mary Winters at 563-726-2880

PARISH COUNCIL SUNDAY DUTY SCHEDULE FOR
SEPTEMBER

Sunday, September 6, 2026: Joe Burmeister, Mariellen Crosson, Pete

Hadjis, Gus Pappas
Sunday, September 13, 2026: Kathy Begyn, Kim Eastland, Mary Kay
Eckert, and Mary Rankin.
Sunday, September 20, 2026: Nick Elias, Ted Pitsoulakis, and Dennis
Spurgetis

Sunday, September 27, 2026: Joe Burmeister, Mariellen Crosson, Pete

Hadjis, Gus Pappas
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PARISH NEWS

Parish Registry
Chrismation
The Servant of God, Kennedy Raes, was Confirmed into the Orthodox Church on July 12,
2026. The Sponsor is Presbytera Maria Constantinides.
Funeral

The servant of God, Diane Breckon, fell asleep in the Lord and was buried on July 31, 2026.

Festival News
-Labor Day Parade: We will be participating in the Rock Island Labor Day Parade on

September 7th; please arrive by 9:00 a.m. (more details as to the place will follow).
We are asking for candy donations for the children along the parade route. Please
bring your candy donations to the church on or before Sunday, September 7th.

“MET ON THE MOVE”

His Eminence Metropolitan Nathanael of Chicago will spend five days in the Quad Cities, visiting the
faithful. Here is the schedule where all are invited:

Sunday, September 6, 2026
8:30 am Orthros at St. George, Rock Island, followed by Divine Liturgy.
Both parishes will attend;
Reception to follow
Open House — Egg Parlor 1211 Avenue of the Cities, Silvis, IL
PROGRAM
4:00-5:00 pm Open house, meet-and-greet. Drinks & refreshments available for purchase at the bar.
5:00-5:30 pm Reflection & spiritual conversation offered by His Eminence.
5:30 pm Dinner.
RSVP: Please reply to RSVP@assumptionem.org or leave a message with the Assumption church office at
309.792.2912.
Let us know if you will be staying for dinner or just attending the open house portion.
Please RSVP by Monday, August 31, and no later than Wednesday, September 2, so we can provide an
accurate count to the caterers.
With any questions, please get in touch with Fr. Panayiotis at 309.792.2912.
*Please note that the location has been changed in order to be able to accommodate a larger number of
attendees.
Monday, September 7, 2026
Labor Day
Rock Island Parade: His Eminence will be marching with us!
Tuesday, September 8, Nativity of the Theotokos
8:30 am Orthros, followed by Divine Liturgy for the Feast Day @ Assumption.
Both Parishes will attend
Lunch at the church.
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LIVES OF THE SAINTS

THE CONCEPTION OF SAINT
JOHN THE BAPTIST
(SEPTEMBER 23)

The Elevation of the Venerable and Life-Giving
Cross (September 14)

Saint Helen, the mother of Saint Constantine the Great, when she was
already advanced in years, undertook, in her great piety, the hardships
of a journey to Jerusalem in search of the Cross, about the year 325. A
temple to Aphrodite had been raised by the Emperor Hadrian upon
Golgotha, to defile and cover with oblivion the place where the saving
Passion had been suffered. The venerable Helen had the statue of
Aphrodite destroyed, and the earth removed, revealing the Tomb of
our Lord, and three crosses. Of these, it was believed that one must be
that of our Lord, the other two of the thieves crucified with Him; but
Saint Helen was at a loss which one might be the Wood of our
salvation. At the inspiration of Saint Macarius, Archbishop of
Jerusalem, a lady of Jerusalem, who was already at the point of death
from a certain disease, was brought to touch the crosses, and as soon
as she came near to the Cross of our Lord, she was made perfectly
whole Consequently, the precious Cross was lifted on high by
Archbishop Macarius of Jerusalem; as he stood on the ambo, and when
the people beheld it, they cried out, "Lord have mercy." It should be
noted that after its discovery, a portion of the venerable Cross was
taken to Constantinople as a blessing. The rest was left in Jerusalem in
the magnificent church built by Saint Helen, until the year 614. At that
time, the Persians plundered Palestine. They took the Cross to their
own country (see Jan. 22, Saint Anastasius the Persian). Later, in the
year 628, Emperor Heraclius set out on a military campaign, retrieved
the Cross, and after bringing it to Constantinople, himself escorted it
back to Jerusalem, where he restored it to its place.

SOPHIA & HER THREE
DAUGHTERS: FAITH, HOPE,
AND LOVE (SEPTEMBER 17)

These Saints were from lItaly and contested for the Faith about the year 126,
during the reign of the Emperor Hadrian. Faith was twelve years old, Hope
ten, and Love nine; each was tormented and then beheaded, from the eldest
to the youngest. Their mother, Sophia, mourned at their grave for three
days, where she also fell asleep in peace; because of her courageous
endurance in the face of her daughters' sufferings, she is also counted a
martyr. The name Sophia means "wisdom" in Greek; as for her daughters'
names, Faith, Hope, and Love (Charity), they are Pistis, Elpis, and Agape in
Greek, and Vera, Nadezhda, and Lyubov in Russian.
















