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Pastoral Thoughts

Saint lakovos, the Brother of the Lord, and Saint
Demetrios the Myrrh-Streamer lived in different
generations and served Christ in different ways. Yet
both reveal the same path to holiness: complete
communion with God.

Saint lakovos shepherded the Church of Jerusalem
with prayer, humility, and steadfast faith. Saint
Demetrios boldly confessed Christ amid persecution,
strengthening others even from prison. One
witnessed chiefly through pastoral service; the other
sealed his confession through martyrdom. Both
surrendered their lives to Christ.

Pastoral Thoughts

Their witness reminds us that theosis is not reserved PAGE 01
for clergy, monastics, or martyrs. It is the calling of _
every Christian. Theosis does not mean becoming Parish News
divine by nature, but becoming, by grace, what God PAGES 02
created us to be: purified, illumined, and united with
Him.

Our path may not resemble theirs outwardly, but it
requires the same inward faithfulness. Each prayer
offered with attention, each temptation resisted, each PAGES 03
act of mercy, each forgiveness granted, and each
reception of the Holy Mysteries opens our heart more
fully to God’s transforming grace.

Lives of Saints

October Church

Saints lakovos and Demetrios teach us that holiness Calendar
is not achieved in a single heroic moment. It is PAGES 08
formed through a lifetime of daily obedience. May
their prayers strengthen us to confess Christ
courageously, serve Him faithfully, and continue our
journey from His image toward His likeness.
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PARISH NEWS PROSPHORA MAKERS

Epistle Readers for October

Anyone wishing to become an Epistle Reader, Please Contact Father
Michael

Sunday, October 4, 2026: 2" Sunday of Luke: Alexa Florence

Sunday, October 11, 2026: Sunday of the Fathers: Eric Reyes S OHIEEOURSHO SIS

Sunday, October 18, 2026: Luke the Evangelist: Georgjean Pitsoulakis
Sunday, October 25, 2026: 6" Sunday of Luke: Kim Eastland

Evening Meal Volunteers
October 28, 2026: Randy and Chris Smith
(Thursday) November 19, 2026: Ted Pitsoulakis / Jimmy Pliakos
(Thursday) December 17, 2026: Deacon Paul / Deaconess Romilie

THANK YOU

Anyone interested in taking part in this worthwhile ministry should
contact Mary Winters at 563-726-2880

PARISH COUNCIL SUNDAY DUTY SCHEDULE FOR
OCTOBER

Sunday, October 4, 2026: Kathy Begyn, Kim Eastland, Mary Kay
Eckert, and Mary Rankin.
Sunday, October 11, 2026: Nick Elias, Ted Pitsoulakis, and Dennis
Spurgetis
Sunday, October 18, 2026: Joe Burmeister, Mariellen Crosson, Pete
Hadjis, Gus Pappas
Sunday, October 25, 2026: Kathy Begyn, Kim Eastland, Mary Kay
Eckert, and Mary Rankin.
Sunday, September 6, 2026: Joe Burmeister, Mariellen Crosson, Pete
Hadjis, Gus Pappas
Parish Registry
Baptism
The servant of God Matthew Whitmer was baptized into the
Orthodox Faith on September 26, 2026, and Mary Rankin was the
sponsor.
Funerals
The Servant of God, Deborah Vretis, fell asleep in the Lord and
was buried on September 4, 2026.

The Servant of God, loanna Barsen, fell asleep in the Lord and
was buried on September 10, 2026.

PAGE 02




LIVES OF THE SAINTS

Saint Romanos the Melodist (October 1)

Saint Romanos flourished during the reign of Anastasius
(491-518). He was from Emesa of Syria, and apparently was
born of Jewish parents, for a hymn written in his honour
in Greek says he was 'of Hebrew stock, and it has
furthermore been noted that he uses many Semitic idioms
in his writings. He was baptized an Orthodox Christian,
and at some time became a deacon in the Church of
Beirut. He was the first composer of the kontakia, the
foremost of which is that of the feast of Christ's Nativity,
On this day the Virgin ... In composing many of his
kontakia. Saint Romanos was inspired by the hymns of

Saint Ephraim of Syria.

The Holy Apostle Philip (October 18)

Holy Apostle Philip of the Seventy, one of the 7 Deacons is
not to be confused with St Philip one of the Twelve Apostles
(November 14). This Philip was born in Palestine, was married
and had children.

After the Descent of the Holy Spirit, the Twelve Apostles
made Philip a deacon in the Church of Jerusalem. Along with
the other six deacons, they appointed him to deal with the
offerings of the faithful and attend to the concerns of the
widowed, the orphaned and the needy. The eldest among the
seven deacons was the holy Archdeacon Stephen. When the
persecution of Christians began, the Jews stoned the
Protomartyr Stephen. The Apostle Philip left Jerusalem and
settled in Samaria. There he successfully preached
Christianity. Among the disciple’s converts was the noted
magician Simon, who “after being baptized, continued with
Philip.” (Acts 8:9-13)

At the command of an angel of the Lord, St Philip set out
upon the road connecting Jerusalem with Gaza. There he
met an official of the empress of Ethiopia, whom also he
converted to Christianity (Acts 8:26-39). The holy disciple
Philip tirelessly preached the Word of God in many of the
lands of the Near East adjoining Palestine. At Jerusalem the
Apostles made him a bishop and sent him to Tralles in Asia
Minor, where he also baptized many. St Philip died in old

age.

THE HOLY MARTYR ANASTASIA
THE ROMAN
(OCTOBER 29)




THE VICARIATE OF IOWA SAINT GEORGE GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

Learn the Faith. Live the Faith.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION FOR ALL AGES

To truly practice our faith, we must first learn it. Join us for
opportunities to deepen our understanding of Holy Scripture,
grow in faith, and walk together toward the Kingdom of
Heaven.

FOR CHILDREN

Sunday Church School
Begins Sunday, October 4, 2026, following Holy Communion.

FOR ADULTS

Virtual Orthodox Study Forum
Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m.

Study the Book of job.

E : E Scan to join or visk

mEg

Book Study
Reading C. S. Lewlis’ Miracles.

All are welcome. Come, learn, and grow with us on our journey of faith.



St. George Greek Orthodox Church Presents

FAT GREEK

o

S/‘TURDAV Online Only Pre- 01de1 Event
DECEMBER 12TH Oxdering Starts: November 20th

PICK-UP: :00 - 4:00 Ozdering Closes: December 6th

¢ Baklava s Greek Chicken w/ Rice & Beans
o Koularakia Domathes

¢ Ouzo Cake Gyros

e Holiday Box: Featuring Greek Pastries Pastitso
Spanakopita
Village Salad

Pick-Up Location:
2930 31st Avenue | Rock Island
Follow Us On Facebook:
Our Big Fat Greek Festival




OCTOBER COLLECTION

Project HOPE

Humanitarian Outreach & Philanthropic Engagement

Throughout October, we're collecting canned items for our
2027 Project HOPE event.

Please bring the following sizes:

CANNED ITEMS NEEDED

01 Chicken 50z 02 Tuna 5 oz

03 Salmon 5 oz 04 Turkey 5 oz

05 Beans 15.5 oz 06 Soup 19 oz
e Low sodium

Please place your donations THANK YOU FOR

" SUPPORTING
in the coat room. PROJECT HOPE

Saint George Greek Orthodox Church



SUPPORT YOUR PARISH

Include St. George on Your Next Shopping
Run!

The last time our St. George parishioners responded enthusiastically to a request to pick up some items
needed for the church on their next Wal-Mart, Sam’s Club, Office Max, or grocery expedition. Generous
parishioners provided most of the copier paper, office supplies, paper plates and napkins, toilet paper, paper

towels, and other items used by the parish last year, resulting in reduced expenditures. For this we thank you
all so much!

While throughout the pandemic we have not asked for this help, we are close to exhausting our supply and

would like to make this an annual opportunity to share our bounty from God (as well as Bounty from Procter &
Gamble)!

Suggested items to donate

OFFICE SUPPLIES COFFEE HOUR / KITCHEN SUPPLIES

* Reams of 8%" x 11" copier paper (white) * 8 oz. Styrofoam cups

* Reams of 8%" x 14" copier paper (white) » Dessert size paper plates

* Reams of colored paper for Sunday bulletins * Paper towels

» Packages of address labels (size 1" x 2%") » Packages of bar mops or towels (Sam’s Club has
a variety of these)

* Banquet size disposable tablecloths
SAFETY EQUIPMENT

» Carbon monoxide detectors RESTROOM SUPPLIES

* Toilet paper
» Liquid hand soap (small bottles)

Thank you for supporting this effort last year! If you would like your expenditures noted on your end-of-year

statement, please enclose copies of your receipts with a note of explanation in an envelope to Mary Rankin and
place it on the desk in the main office.

Saint George Greek Orthodox Church



2026 OCTOBER

SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

1 2 3
Fast Day
6:30 p.m.
Metropolis Fall Parish
Admin Meeting
4 B 6 7 8 9 10
2nd Sunday of Luke Fast Day Fast Day
8:30 a.m. Orthros 8:00 a.m. Men’s
9:30 a.m. Divine Fellowship Group @ 8:00 a.m. Women'’s
Liturgy Coffee House (1315 Fellowship Group @
Sunday School Classes Jersey Ridge Road, Coffee House (1315
begin following Holy Davenport, IA) Jersey Ridge Road,
Communion Davenport, IA)
7:00 p.m. Zoom 6:30 p.m. Saint
Orthodox Study Takovos Retreat
Forum Center Townhall
Discussion
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Sunday of the Fast Day Fast Day
Fathers 8:00 a.m. Men’s
8:30 a.m. Orthros Fellowship Group @ +Sacrament
9:30 a.m. Divine Coffee House (1315
Liturgy Jersey Ridge Road,
Sunday School Classes Davenport, IA) 7:00 p.m. Book
begin following Holy Study: C.S.Lewis’
Communion book “Miracles” (join
7:00 p.m. Zoom us either in person (in
Orthodox Study our Parish library) or
Forum via Zoom).
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Fast Day Fast Day
Saint Luke the 8:00 a.m. Men’s
Evangelist Fellowship Group @
8:30 a.m. Orthros Coffee House (1315
9:30 a.m. Divine Jersey Ridge Road, 7:00 p.m. Book
Liturgy Davenport, IA) Study: C.S.Lewis’
Sunday School Classes book “Miracles” (join
begin following Holy us either in person (in
Communion 6:30 p.m. Parish our Parish library) or
Council Meeting via Zoom).
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
6th Sunday of Luke Feast day of Saint The Holy Protection Fast Day
8:30 a.m. Orthros Demetrios the Great of the Theotokos
9:30 a.m. Divine Martyr Fast Day
Liturgy 8:30 a.m. Orthros 8:30 a.m. Orthros
Sunday School Classes | followed by the Divine followed by the Divine
begin following Holy Liturgy at Saint Liturgy at Assumption
Communion George Church
7:00 p.m. Virtual 8:00 a.m. Men’s 7:00 p.m. Book

Orthodox Study
Forum

Fellowship Group @

Coffee House (1315

Jersey Ridge Road,
Davenport, IA)

Evening Meal

Study: C.S.Lewis’
book “Miracles” (join
us either in person (in
our Parish library) or

via Zoom).




