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Pastoral Thoughts

In the blessed month of August, the Church places before us two of the

most beloved feasts of the liturgical year: the Transfiguration of our |
Lord on Mount Tabor and the Dormition of the Most Holy Theotokos. At |

first glance, these feasts may seem quite different. One reveals the

radiant glory of Christ; the other commemorates the falling asleep of His |
Mother. Yet together they proclaim a single and profound truth: through |

Christ, death has been transformed into the pathway to eternal life.

On Mount Tabor, the disciples beheld Christ shining with the uncreated
light of His divinity. For a brief moment, the veil was lifted, and Peter,
James, and John saw the glory that belongs to the Son of God from all
eternity. The Transfiguration strengthened them for the coming scandal
of the Cross. Before they would witness His suffering, they were
permitted to see His glory, so that they might know that the One who
would be crucified was truly the Lord of Life.

A few days later in the Church calendar, we celebrate the Dormition of
the Theotokos. Having faithfully borne Christ in her womb, followed
Him throughout her life, and stood by the Cross in sorrow, the Mother of
God now enters into the fullness of the life promised by her Son. The
Church speaks of her death as a "dormition," a falling asleep, because in
Christ death no longer has the final word. The tomb could not hold the
One who is Life Himself, and therefore it cannot hold those who belong
to Him.

The connection between these feasts is beautiful and deeply comforting.
The light revealed on Tabor is the same light into which the Theotokos
enters at her Dormition. The glory shown to the disciples is the destiny
prepared for all who unite themselves to Christ. In the Mother of God,
we see the fulfillment of what God desires for every human person:
communion with Him, victory over death, and participation in His eternal
Kingdom.

As we celebrate these holy days, we are reminded that the Christian life
is a journey from glory to glory. We may carry crosses, endure trials, and
face the reality of death, but our path leads toward the light of Christ.
The Transfiguration assures us that divine glory is real; the Dormition
assures us that this glory is attainable by God's grace.

May the prayers of the Most Holy Theotokos strengthen us, and may the
light of Christ shine ever more brightly in our hearts, so that we may
follow Him faithfully and share in the joy of His everlasting Kingdom.

To Christ our God be glory, together with His eternal Father and His all-
holy, good, and life-creating Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of ages.
Amen.
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PARISH NEWS PROSPHORA MAKERS

Epistle Readers for July Evening Meal Volunteers
Anyone wishing to become an Epistle July 22, 2026: Penny McGimpsey /
Reader, Please Contact Father Michael Angela Spurgetis

August 26, 2026: Kim and Mary
Winters / George and Diane Karoules
September 23, 2026: Dena Manta /

Alexa Florence

Sunday, July 5, 2026:
5th Sunday of Matthew:
No Liturgy/No Reader

Sunday, July 12, 2026: October 28, 2026: Randy and Chris
6th Sunday of Matthew: Smith
Mary Rankin (Thursday) November 19, 2026: Ted
Sunday, July 19, 2026: Pitsoulakis / Jimmy Pliakos
Sunday of the Fathers: (Thursday) December 17, 2026: I T

Deacon Paul / Deaconess Romilie
Loukia Constantinides

Sunday, July 26, 2026:

Anyone interested in taking part in

7th Sunday of Matthew: this worthwhile ministry should
Kim Eastland contact Mary Winters at 563-726-

2880

PASTORAL NOTE

Father Michael will be away from the Parish from Monday, June 29, 2026, until
Thursday, July 2, 2026, to attend the Clergy Laity Congress in Cleveland, OH.
In the event of an emergency, please telephone Deacon Paul at (309) 883-9143.

Father Michael will be away from the Parish from Friday, July 3, 2026, until
Saturday, July 11, 2026. On Sunday, July 5, while Father Michael is away, there
will be no Divine Liturgy at Saint George. All our Parishioners are strongly
encouraged to attend the other Orthodox Churches in the area. Our Sister
Parish of the Assumption will have Orthros (8:30 a.m.) and Divine Liturgy
(9:30 a.m.) This should not be viewed as a Sunday offl We must go to Liturgy
every Sunday. Also, in the event of an emergency, please telephone Father
Panagiotis Hasiakos at (309) 792-2912 (and follow the prompts) or Deacon Paul
at (309) 883-9143

PARISH COUNCIL SUNDAY DUTY SCHEDULE FOR JULY
Sunday, July 5, 2026: No Liturgy/No Group
Sunday, July 12, 2026: Kathy Begyn, Kim Eastland, Mary Kay Eckert,
and Mary Rankin.
Sunday, July 19, 2026: Nick Elias, Ted Pitsoulakis, and Dennis
Spurgetis

Sunday, July 26, 2026: Joe Burmeister, Mariellen Crosson, Pete
Hadjis, Gus Pappas
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PARISH NEWS

Epistle Readers for August Evening Meal Volunteers

Anyone wishing to become an Epistle August 26, 2026: Kim and l\/[ary
Reader, Please Contact Father Michael

PROSPHORA MAKERS

Winters / George and Diane

Sunday, August 2, 2026: Karoules
9th Sunday of Matthew: September 23, 2026: Dena Manta /
Scott Florence Alexa Florence
Sunday, August 9, 2026: October 28, 2026: Randy and
Chris Smith

10th Sunday of Matthew:
Loukia Constantinides
Sunday, August 16, 2026:
11th Sunday of Matthew:
Aletheia Hadjis

(Thursday) November 19, 2026:
Ted Pitsoulakis / Jimmy Pliakos
(Thursday) December 17, 2026:

Deacon Paul / Deaconess Romilie

Sunday, August 23, 2026: Anyone interested in taking part
12th Sunday of Matthew: in  this worthwhile  ministry
Georjean Pitsoulakis should contact Mary Winters at
Sunday, August 30, 2026: 563-726-2880
13th Sunday of Matthew: COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Mary Rankin
PASTORAL NOTES

The fast of the Dormition of the Theotokos begins on August 1,
2026, and continues through and including August 14, 2026.

PARISH COUNCIL SUNDAY DUTY SCHEDULE FOR AUGUST
Sunday, August 2, 2026: Kathy Begyn, Kim Eastland, Mary Kay
Eckert, and Mary Rankin.

Sunday, August 9, 2026: Nick Elias, Ted Pitsoulakis, and Dennis
Spurgetis
Sunday, August 16, 2026: Joe Burmeister, Mariellen Crosson,
Pete Hadjis, Gus Pappas
Sunday, August 23, 2026: Kathy Begyn, Kim Eastland, Mary Kay
Eckert, and Mary Rankin.

Sunday, August 30, 2026: Nick Elias, Ted Pitsoulakis, and
Dennis Spurgetis
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LIVES OF THE SAINTS

Saint John Maximovitch (July 2)

The Holy Hierarch John Maximovitch was born in the Kharkiv region
in 1896 and reposed in Seattle in 1966. In 1921, during the Russian
Civil War, his family fled to Belgrade, joining the ranks of Russian
exiles in Serbia, where he later became a monk and was ordained a
priest. In 1934, he was made Bishop of Shanghai, where he served
until the Communists came to power. Thereafter, he ministered in
Europe, serving as Bishop first in Paris, then in Brussels, until he
became Archbishop of San Francisco in 1962. Throughout his life, he
was revered as a strict ascetic, a devoted man of prayer, and a truly
wondrous, unmercenary healer of all manner of afflictions and woes.
He served the Divine Liturgy daily, slept little more than an hour,
and kept a strict fast until evening. It is doubtful that any one man
gave as much protection and comfort to the Russian Orthodox
people in exile after the Revolution of 1917 as he did; he was an
unwearying and watchful shepherd of his flock in China, the
Philippines, Europe, and America. Through his missionary labors, he
also brought into the Church many who had not been "of this fold."
Since his repose in 1966, he has been especially glorified by God
through signs and miracles, and his body has remained incorrupt.

Mary Magdalene, Myrrhberer & Equal-to-the-Apostles (July 22)

Saint Mary was from Magdala in Galilee on the Sea of Tiberias, and
for this was named Magdalene. When the Lord Jesus cast out seven
demons from her, from which she had been suffering, she became
His faithful and inseparable disciple, following Him and ministering
unto Him even to the time of His crucifixion and burial. Then,
returning to Jerusalem together with the rest of the Myrrh-bearers,
she prepared the fragrant spices for anointing the body of the Lord.
And on the Lord's day, they came very early to the tomb, even before
the Angels appeared, declaring the Resurrection of the Lord. When
Mary Magdalene saw the stone taken away from the tomb, she ran
and proclaimed it to Peter and John. And returning immediately to
the tomb and weeping outside, she was deemed worthy to be the
first of the Myrrh-bearers to behold the Lord arisen from the dead,
and when she fell at His feet, she heard Him say, "Touch Me not."
After the Lord's Ascension, nothing certain is known concerning her.
Some accounts say that she went to Rome and later returned to
Jerusalem, and from there proceeded to Ephesus, where she ended
her life, preaching Christ. Although it is sometimes said that Saint
Mary Magdalene was the 'sinful woman" of the Gospel, this is
nowhere stated in the tradition of the Church, in the sacred
hymnology, or in the Holy Gospels themselves, which say only that
our Lord cast seven demons out of her, not that she was a fallen

woman."Madeleine" is a form of Magdalene.




LIVES OF THE SAINTS

The Transfiguration of the Lord (August 6)

Our Lord had spoken to His disciples many times, not only concerning His Passion,
Cross, and Death, but also concerning the coming persecutions and afflictions that they
themselves would endure. Since all these evils were near at hand, but the enjoyment of
good things which they hoped to receive in their stead was yet to come, our Savior
desired to give them full assurance, evidently and openly, concerning that glory which
is prepared for those who endure to the end. Therefore, fulfilling that which He had
promised shortly before, that 'there be some standing here which shall not taste of
death, till they see the Son of man coming in His Kingdom®' (Matt. 16:28), He took His
three foremost disciples and ascended Mount Tabor, where He was transfigured before
them. His face shone like the sun, and His clothes became white as the light.
Suddenly, together with this dread and marvelous effulgence of light, there appeared
those pinnacles of the Prophets, Moses and Elias, who spoke with the Lord Jesus
concerning His saving Passion which was about to take place. Standing before Him as
reverent servants, they showed that He is the Lord of both the living and the dead, for
Moses came forth from Hades, having died many centuries before, and Elias, as it were,
from heaven, whither he had been taken up while yet alive. After a little while, a
radiant cloud overshadowed them, and out of the cloud they heard that same voice
which had been heard at the Jordan at the Baptism of Christ, testifying to the Divinity of
Jesus and saying: "This is My beloved Son, in Whom | am well-pleased; hear ye Him"
(Matt. 17: 5).

Such are the marvels, truly worthy of God, celebrated in this present feast, which is an
image and prefiguring of the future state of the righteous, whose splendor the Lord
spoke of, saying: 'Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun' (Matt. 13:43). It is
because of this that the Kontakion of this Feast is said daily (when there is not a great
feast) in the Service of the Typica in perpetual commemoration of the glory that will be
the lot of the Saints. According to tradition, the Lord's Transfiguration occurred forty
days before His Crucifixion; therefore, the Transfiguration is celebrated forty days
before the Exaltation of the Cross.

The Dormition of the Theotokos (August 15)

Concerning the Dormition of the Theotokos, this is what the Church has received from
ancient times from the tradition of the Fathers. When the time drew nigh that our
Savior was well-pleased to take His Mother to Himself, He declared unto her through
an Angel that three days hence, He would translate her from this temporal life to
eternity and bliss. On hearing this, she went up with haste to the Mount of Olives,
where she prayed continuously. Giving thanks to God, she returned home and
prepared whatever was needed for her burial. While these things were taking place,
clouds caught up the Apostles from the ends of the earth, where each one happened
to be preaching, and brought them at once to the house of the Mother of God, who
informed them of the cause of their sudden gathering. As a mother, she consoled
them in their affliction as was meet, and then raised her hands to Heaven and prayed
for the peace of the world. She blessed the Apostles, and, reclining upon her bed with
seemliness, gave up her all-holy spirit into the hands of her Son and God.

With reverence and many lights, and chanting burial hymns, the Apostles took up that
God-receiving body and brought it to the sepulcher. In contrast, the Angels from
Heaven chanted with them and sent forth her who is higher than the Cherubim. But
one Jew, moved by malice, audaciously stretched forth his hand upon the bed and
immediately received from divine judgment the wages of his audacity. An invisible
blow severed those daring hands. But when he repented and asked forgiveness, his
hands were restored. When they had reached the place called Gethsemane, they
buried there with honor the all-immaculate body of the Theotokos, which was the
source of Life. But on the third day after the burial, when they were eating together,
and raised the artos (bread) in Jesus' Name, as was their custom, the Theotokos
appeared in the air, saying 'Rejoice® to them. From this, they learned concerning the
bodily translation of the Theotokos into the Heavens.




2026 JULY

8:30 a.m. Orthros
9:30 a.m. Divine
Liturgy

Fellowship Group
@ Coffee House
(1315 Jersey Ridge
Road, Davenport,
IA)

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 2 3 4
Fast Day Independence Day
8:00 a.m. Men’s Fast Day
Fellowship Group
@ Coffee House
(1315 Jersey Ridge
Road, Davenport,
IA)
Father Mighael at Clergly-Laity June 29-July 2 and pn Vacation July 3-11
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
5th Sunday of Fast Day Fast Day
Matthew 8:00 a.m. Men’s 8:00 a.m. Women'’s
8:30 a.m. Orthros Fellowship Group Fellowship Group
9:30 a.m. Divine @ Coffee House @ Coffee House
Liturgy @ (1315 Jersey Ridge (1315 Jersey Ridge
Assumption Road, Davenport, Road, Davenport,
NO LITURGY AT 1A) 1A)
SAINT GEORGE
Father Mlichael at Clengy-Laity Jung 29-July 2 and on Vacation| July 3-11
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
6th Sunday of Fast Day Fast Day
Matthew 8:00 a.m. Men’s
8:30 a.m. Orthros Fellowship Group
9:30 a.m. Divine @ Coffee House
Liturgy (1315 Jersey Ridge
Road, Davenport,
IA)
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Sunday of the The Prophet Elias Fast Day Fast Day
Fathers 8:00 a.m. 8:00 a.m. Men’s
8:30 a.m. Orthros Orthros/9:00 a.m. Fellowship Group
9:30 a.m. Divine Divine Liturgy at @ Coffee House
Liturgy the (1315 Jersey Ridge
5:00 p.m. Great Church of the Road, Davenport,
Vespers at the Prophet Elias in 6:30 p.m. Parish 1A)
Church of the Dubuque, IA Council Meeting
Prophet Elias in Evening Meal
Dubuque, IA
26 27 28 29 30 31
8th Sunday of Fast Day Fast Day
Matthew 8:00 a.m. Men’s




2026 AUGUST

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1
Fast of the
Dormition Begins
Oiland Wine
Allowed
2 4 5 6 7 8
9th Sunday of Fast Day Fast Day Fast Day The Transfiguration of Fast Day Oil and Wine
Matthew the Lord Allowed
0il and Wine Fish, Wine, and Oil 8:00 a.m. Women'’s
Allowed allowed Fellowship Group @
8:30 a.m. Orthros 8:30 a.m. Orthros Coffee House (1315
9:30 a.m. Divine followed by the Divine Jersey Ridge Road,
Liturgy Liturgy Davenport, IA)
6:00 p.m. Paraklesis
6:00 p.m. Paraklesis
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
10th Sunday of Fast Day Fast Day Fast Day Fast Day Fast Day The Dormition of
Matthew 8:00 a.m. Men’s Eve of the Dormition the Theotokos
Oil and Wine Fellowship Group @ 8:30 a.m. Orthros
Allowed Coffee House (1315 followed by the
8:30 a.m. Orthros Jersey Ridge Road, Divine Liturgy at
9:30 a.m. Divine Davenport, IA) 6:30 p.m. Great Assumption
Liturgy Vespers at Assumption Church
6:00 p.m. Paraklesis 6:00 p.m. Paraklesis Church
7:30 p.m. Lenten
Lecture
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Fast Day Fast Day
11th Sunday of 8:00 a.m. Men’s
Matthew Fellowship Group @
8:30 a.m. Orthros Coffee House (1315 11:30 a.m. 4th
9:30 a.m. Divine Jersey Ridge Road, 7:00 p.m. Book Study: Annual Pet
Liturgy Davenport, IA) C.S.Lewis’ book Blessing
“Miracles” (join us
either in person (in our
6:30 p.m. Parish Parish library) or via
Council Meeting Zoom).
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
12th Sunday of Fast Day Fast Day Beheading Saint
Matthew 8:00 a.m. Men’s John the Baptist
8:30 a.m. Orthros Fellowship Group @ 7:00 p.m. Book Study: Oil and Wine
9:30 a.m. Divine Coffee House (1315 C.S.Lewis’ book allowed
Liturgy Jersey Ridge Road, “Miracles” (join us 8:30 a.m. Orthros
Davenport, IA) either in person (in our followed by the
Parish library) or via Divine Liturgy @
Evening Meal Zoom). Assumption
30
13th Sunday of
Matthew

Leave-taking of
the Feast of the
Beheading of
Saint John the
Baptist
8:30 a.m. Orthros
9:30 a.m. Divine
Liturgy




Paraklesis
Name List for the Health of Loved Ones
August 1-14
List the first names (Baptismal Names)
of your loved ones




